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the ocean of Indian humanity, Muslims were the only
people who succeeded in resisting such submergence. Even
in their case, the stamp of Indian culture differentiated
them from the rest of the world of Islam, It is true that
they also influenced the Hindu modes of life, but their
primary influence was confined to urban areas. Life in
the Indian villages flowed along the ancient channels with
hardly any change.

The impact of Europe brought into being an entirely
different set of conditions. Europeans who came to India
had no intention of settling here. Some of them were for a
time dazzled by the splendour of Indian civilisation, but
soon they insulated themselves against its influence,. They
remained alien by deliberate choice and built up their life
in accordance with the pattern of their own land. For the
first time, therefore, India faced a civilisation which remained
aloof and distant. Europeans were willing to give, but not
to take, while Indians wanted neither to influence nor to be
influenced. It was as if two closed systems faced one another
upon Indian soil. Absence of relation is, however, itself a
kind of relation. The aloofness of the two peoples could not
be absolute.

Interaction between the West and India was therefore
inevitable, but it was at first an interaction mainly on the
material plane. There were few, if any, contacts except
in the field of trade and commerce. Goods were inter-
changed but not the concept of the good. Such a state,
however, cannot continue long. Man is an economic animal,
but he is also something more. Contacts which start through
material interests develop into human relations. This soon
happened with the Europeans who came to India. Historical
accidents also helped the process. Through a strange irony
of fate,,men who had come for the lure of trade remained
to rule the land. Political relations impinged upon economic
contacts. The human aspect cannot altogether be denied

even in relations that are purely economic. When economic